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300 cases treated by himself, three had recovered and had re¬ 
mained well up to date of writing (five to seven years). These 
cases had been treated chiefly by nitrate of silver, by galvano- 
therapy, and hydrotherapy, alone or combined. Eulenberg ex¬ 
plained the fact that some cases do not respond at all to nitrate of 
silver, by supposing that that salt was not absorbed. He there¬ 
fore had used hypodermically a more soluble preparation. 

[In the debate which followed Eulenberg’s paper, Senator spoke 
highly of silver nitrate, but thought it only caused temporary im¬ 
provement. Its action was better among hospital than among pri¬ 
vate patients, because the former were made to take it more regu¬ 
larly, and had more muscular rest. 

Dr. V. Mering, of Strasburg, suggested the glycocholate of silver 
as a suitable soluble preparation .]—Debatte auf der Naturforsch- 
erver-versammiung zu Eisenach , 1882. 

Leyden discusses the therapeutics of tabes from a very sceptical 
stand-point, calling attention to the fact that no single remedy is 
uniformly successful even in palliating the disease. The best re¬ 
sults follow careful regulation of diet and habits, with hydro¬ 
therapy.— Separat-Abdruck aus der Real-Encyclopcidie, Wein u. 
Leipzig, 1883. 

F. Schultze reports a case of tabes with a classical history. The 
symptoms disappeared under the use of nitrate of silver and gal- 
vano-therapy. The patient remained practically well for twelve 
years. He then died through an accident. Post-mortem showed 
the lesions of tabes still present .—Archiv f. Psych, u. Nervenk 
xii, 1. 


Small Doses Frequently Repeated. —Dr. A. A. Smith gives 
a summary of the effects of certain remedies administered in small 
doses frequently repeated. In trigeminal neuralgia, croton chloral 
gr. i every half hour ; in migraine, citrate of caffein gr. i every 
half hour ; in neuralgias about the face or head, tincture of gelsemi- 
num FLiii every half hour ; in sick headache, not of neurotic 
origin, tincture of nux vomica Hi every ten minutes. Small doses 
of the bromides are also recommended for the nervous disturb¬ 
ances of children .—New York Medical Journal , Feb. 10, 1883. 


Experiments with Certain Agents in the Treatment of 
Epilepsy. —Dr. Paul Bricon has made a series of experiments at 
Bicetre regarding the effect of certain therapeutic measures in the 
treatment of epilepsy. These measures were hydrotherapy, arsenic 
compounds, magnetism, and pilocarpine. 

Among fifty-four epileptic patients to whom hydrotherapy was 
applied, ten were decidedly improved, seventeen slightly improved, 
the rest were not affected. Among seventeen of those improved, 
there was no other treatment. 



i8o 


PERISCOPE . 


The bromide of arsenic was used inten-centi gramme doses, but 
with very poor result. Ten patients were treated with it, and only 
one was improved by it alone. 

Daily applications of very large magnets were made upon six¬ 
teen patients. The applications were continued for from three to 
six months. No physiological or therapeutical effects were pro¬ 
duced. 

The nitrate and hydrochlorate of pilocarpine were tried, in .005 
to .05 doses, upon fourteen patients. Seven were improved. Dr. 
Bricon thinks that only hydrotherapy and the salts of pilocarpine 
gave sufficiently good results to justify further trial.— These de 
Paris , 1882. 


Substitutes for Digitaline : Helleborein. —Schmiedeberg, 
in an article upon the digitalis group, enumerates six classes and 
nineteen different active principles which have more or less of the 
physiological properties of digitalis. Helleborein is placed in the 
group of crystallizable glucosides along with digitaline. It is pre¬ 
ferred to digitaline by Schmiedeberg, because of its greater solubility 
and more rapid absorption and probable elimination. It is ob¬ 
tained from the roots of Helleborus niger , virid ., and fosiidus. It is 
manufactured by Merck, but has as yet been little used .—Archiv 
f. exper. Patholog. u . Pharmakolog Bd. xvi, Heft iv. 


Adonis Vernalis.- —The active principle of this plant.has been 
obtained by Cervello and experimented upon. He found its 
action to be similar to that of digitaline, but that the dose required 
was much smaller. In rabbits and dogs the blood-pressure always 
rises under its influence. He does not appear to have tried its 
effects on human beings.— Med. Press and Circular , Dec. 27, 
1882. C. L. Dana, M.D. 
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